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January 29, 1971

Mr. John M. Kemper
Clerk of the Board of Trustees
Phillips Academy
Andover, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Kemper:

This was the second year under my direction and the third

year of our new program for the Peabody Foundation. As an in-

troduction to what has been done on this new program, I believe of

prime importance is the fact that during this year Mr. Edward B.

Sisson, a doctoral candidate at Harvard University and an archae-

ologist specializing in Mexico, was hired as curator. This brings

our staff up to full strength with four people.

The elective course in anthropology, taught by the members

of the Foundation, is going very successfully and there has been an

increase in enrollment from 12 in the 1968-69 session, to 17 in the

1969-70 session, and to 21 in the present year, 1970-71. Our cur-

riculum for this course has now become quite well-fixed and seems

to be successful in terms of the increasing number of boys who are

taking this course. For the present, this course is being taught by

both Dr. MacNeish and Mr. Sisson. In the spring of last year, it

was taught by Dr. MacNeish and another Harvard graduate student,

Gair Tourtellot. Generally speaking, the course consists of giving





[2]

the fundamentals in anthropology during the first six months, that

is, physical anthropology, some linguistics, some archaeology and

a little social anthropology, with the spring session confined to

reports and discussions of anthropological and sociological problems,

general institutions and comparative ethnology. The two Harvard

graduate students have taken hold of most of the discussions for the

simple reason that the age gap is not so great and they are a good

deal more successful communicating with the boys than is the director.

The course also has been enhanced by a number of outside aids that

include several quite good anthropological movies. In addition, we

now have plaster casts of most of the basic primitive men, skulls

and bone materials, as well as sets of artifacts illustrating the

prehistory leading to civilization from a number of different areas.

Also, little by little, the musem exhibits are getting done which, of

course, will have considerable relevance, particularly the first

room, to general anthropology and to the class.

The research program has just about attained the level of

excellence that this Foundation should maintain. The archaeologi-

cal expedition to Peru and the Ayacucho basin, which was funded

by the National Science Foundation to the tune of about $70,000,

was extremely successful in the 1970 season with some sensation al

finds of early man and incipient agriculture. The Annual Report

on these endeavors has gone to the printer and will be duly
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distributed to the Board of Trustees when it is printed giving you

more detail about what was done. In basic essence, the 110 people

working for the expedition have now found a complete sequence of

the development of civilization from extremely primitive cave men

of about 21,000 or 22, 000 years ago right up to the time of the Inca

Conquest and the beginnings of Empire. Enough said concerning

our Ayacucho project. The Ayacucho project will be continuing for

the next two or three years.

Our second project is just about to get underway in Mexico.

Mr. Sisson and Dr. MacNeish visited Mexico in preparation for this

project and our other cooperating scientists have begun the work.

One of the cooperating scientists, Dr. Robert Hunt of Brandeis

University, had about ten students studying the ethnology and modern

social anthropology in the Tehuacan Valley during the summer of

1970. Dr. Eva Hunt of Boston University also began her studies of

the early Spanish-Indian documents concerning the period of transition

from prehistory to history in the Tehuacan Valley. Another cooperating

project that was undertaken by Dr. James Gummerman of Prescott

College in Arizona was paid for by NASA and this was an archaeological

survey in conjunction with infra-red aerial photography scanning done

by NASA to see what its utility could be for determining ecological and

archaeological features. The preliminary results of this survey for

NASA have been extremely successful and we have made a major break-
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through in terms of archaeological techniques and methodology. The

major or initial archaeological research is planned for this summer

and three grants have been applied for from outside sources, none of

them the Federal government, for funding this project and as yet we

have not heard the results concerning our application for funds.

However, the most important aspect of any research is the

publishing of reports on the research and the Foundation has just

about attained the level that it should in terms of publication and

dissemination of new knowledge concerning archaeology and anthro-

pological theory. This year members of the staff of the Foundation

published twelve papers and another eight have been submitted for

publication. In terms of words put in print by the Foundation, this

number is slightly over 600, 000 printed words. The list of publi-

cations published during the 1970 year are as follows:

1. Richards. MacNeish, F.A. Peterson and K. V. Flannery:

Ceramics , Vol. 3 of "The Prehistory of the Tehuacan Valley",

edited by Richard S. MacNeish, University of Texas Press,

Austin, Texas, 1970.

2. Richard S. MacNeish: "Social Implications of Changes in

• Population and Settlement Pattern of the 12,000 Years of

Prehistory in the Tehuacan Valley of Mexico", in Population

in Economics , edited by P. Deprez, University of Manitoba

Press, Winnipeg, 1970.
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Richard S. MacNeish and R. Berger: "Megafauna and Man

from Ayacucho, Highland Peru", in Science, Vol. 168,

No. 3934, pages 975-977, Washington, 1970.

Richard S. MacNeish, A. Nelken and A. Garcia Cook:

"Second Annual Report of the Ayacucho Archaeological-

Botanical Project", Reports of the Robert S. Peabody

Foundation for Archaeology, Andover, Massachusetts, 1970.

Richard S. MacNeish: "The Origins of New World Civilization",

in Plant Agriculture , pages 13-21, New York, 1970.

Richard S. MacNeish: "Archaeological Synthesis of the

Highland Huastoca", Chapter 24 in the Middle American

Handbook, Vol. 10, Bureau of American Ethnology, University

of Texas, 1970.

Edward B. Sisson: "Settlement Patterns and Land Use in the

Northwest Chontalpa, Tabasco, Mexico: A Progress Report",

in Cerarnica de Cultura Maya , No. 6, Temple University, 1970.

Edward B. Sisson: "Mascara Olmeca de San Felipe", in

Revista de Instituto Nacional de Antropologia y Historia , Vol.

40, Mexico, D. F. , 1970.

Frederick Johnson and E.H. Willis: "Reconciliation of

Radiocarbon and Sidereal Years in Mesoamerican Chronology",

in Radiocarbon Variations and Absolute Chronology, Preceedings

of the 12th Nobel Symposium published by John Willy and Son,

New York City, 1970.





10. Book review by Richard S. MacNeish for the Plains Archae-

ologist , "The San Isidro Site and Early Man Site in Nuevo

Leon, Mexico", byJ.F. Epstein, University of Texas

Anthropology Series, No. 7, 1970.

11. Book review by Richard S. MacNeish for the American

Anthropologist of "La Ceramica de Monte Alban", by A. Caso,

I. Bernal and J. Acosta, Instituto Nacional de Antropolgia y

Historia, Vol. 13, Mexico.

12. Book review by Edward B. Sisson in American Antiquity
,

Vol. 35, No. 4 of the "Ceramic History of Santa Rosa,

Chiapas, Mexico", by D. Brockington, 1970.

Also, a number of articles were submitted for publication and these

number about eight. They include:

1. Frederick Johnson and R. S. MacNeish: Chronology and

Irrigation, Vol. 4 of "The Prehistory of the Tehuacan Valley",

University of Texas Press, (in press).

2. Richard S. MacNeish: "The Scheduling Factor in the Develop-

ment of Effective Food Production in the Tehuacan Valley", in

Memorial Volume for John McGregor, edited by E. Lathrop,

' University of Illinois Press.

3. Richard S. MacNeish: "Comments on the Archaeology of the

Hochelaga Site", Part 6 in Cartier T

s Hochelaga and the Dawson

Site", (in press).
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4. Richard S. MacNeish: "The Evolution of Community

Patterns in the Tehuacan Valley of Mexico and Speculations

about Cultural Processes", University of London, (in press).

5. Richard S. MacNeish: "Speculations about How and Why Food

Productions and Village Life Developed in the Tehuacan Valley,

Mexico", in Archaeology ,
spring issue.

6. Richard S. MacNeish: "Earliest Man in Peru" for Scientific

American.

7. Richard S. MacNeish and A. Nelken: "Causes of the Rise of

Civilization" for Anthropos, Paris, France, (in press).

8. Richard S. MacNeish: "Problems Concerning Correlation of

the Glacial Sequence in North and South America", for

American Antiquity .

Work on the writing and publication of the Tehuacan Valley

series continues on a grant from the National Science Foundation and

our new editor in charge of these volumes is Mrs. Diana Cleveland.

The third volume on ceramics was published this year and the fourth

volume with a number of authors should go to the press this spring.

Work on volume five, Excavation and Reconnaissance, should begin

during the next year. Our grant for preparation of manuscripts for

publication by the University of Texas Press will last for one more year,

Work on bringing the musem exhibits up-to-date continues to

progress. This project is on a grant made available by the Trustees
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to the Foundation and is under the direction of Dr. Frederick

Johnson who is assisted by a museologist, Miss Mary Ellen Conaway

and Mr. William Davis, artist. The program is moving slower

than expected although the basic major construction of the cases, the

lighting, air conditioning and sound proofing were done extremely

successfully and quickly last summer. The exhibits, however, have

faced a number of difficulties and though many are designed, actual

completion of a single final case has not happened as yet. This is

one of the programs that is not going as well as the rest of those at

the Foundation.

The exhibits when finished should greatly enhance the teaching

of the introductory anthropology course. In terms of our students as

well as professional archaeologists, they will be an indication of the

contribution to knowledge which the Foundation has made in archae-

ology, as to fact, method and theory. We also believe that the

exhibits will be of interest and use to the general public as well as to

the local educational institutions who have need for visual aids to

supplement their social study courses.

In this line, it might be added that the director was invited to

speak to students and colleagues at the University of London, Harvard

University, Yale University, Brown University, Queens University,

the University of Massachusetts, Franklin Pierce College, Boston

University, and Huamanga University. Also, papers were given at
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the American Anthropological Association in San Diego, the Interna-

tional Congress of Americanists in Lima, Peru, and at a symposium

on settlement patterns and urbanization in London, England. Dr.

Johnson, our former director, gave a paper at the Nobel Symposium

in Uppsala, Sweden.

The administration of the Foundation and the cataloguing of Mr.

Peabody's collections continues to go extremely successfully thanks to

the direction of our administrative assistant, Miss Theodora George.

New materials have, of course, been catalogued and our many arch -

aeological photographs are kept up-to-date in our files. I might add

that our new curator, Mr. Edward B. Sisson has taken over extremely

well in his position and has reorganized, resorted and also studied

our general collection materials.

I also want to mention that the administration of the National Sci-

ence Foundation funds is indeed being done very successfully because

of the efforts of Mr. Gordon Hadden in the field in Peru, Miss George

in our office, and Mr. Michael Mosca in the Treasurer's office of

Phillips Academy. In terms of outside research funds, we still have

about $65,000 left on the grant from the National Science Foundation

for work inPeru and another $15,000 from the National Science Foun-

dation for work on our publications. About $30, 000 more has been

applied for a grant for Mexican work as well as for further work

on the exhibits. These are outside the R. S. Peabody Foundation
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funds and are basically administered by our staff. The actual admin-

istration of the Peabody fund is out of our hands and, as yet, I have

not been filled in on how these funds are administered.

It might be added that the director has one other minor adminis-

trative task since he was elected last year President for the Society

for American Archaeology. Thus, he is now administering the "new"

program and general policies of the entire Society for American Arch-

aeology.

All in all, the museum moves ahead on the many fronts and I con-

sider that our new program has been more than about 80% implemented.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Stockton MacNeish
Director








